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CONSECRATION SERMON. 


TITUS Cer. 1 Vang. 


E HOLDING FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD, AS HE MATH BEEN 


TAUGHT, THAT HE MAY BE ABLE, BY SOUND DOCTRINE, 


BOTH TO EXHORT, AND TO CONVINCE THE GAINSAYERS, 


HE factions and diviſions of the Church of Co- 
rinth, which the perſon to whom this epiſtle is 


addreſſed was, by its author, commiſſioned to ſettle and 


compoſe, muſt have afforded him many experimental 


proofs of the utility of the qualifications preſcribed in 


the text. In the effectual accompliſhment of the im- 


B | portant 
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portant object of his miſſion, he was undoubtedly called 
upon to exert frequently ſuch powers as muſt have de- 
rived their whole efficacy from theſe endowments. 
During his attendance of ſeveral years on the great 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, and in the various places to 
which he travelled, he muſt have beheld their good ef- 
feds very remarkably exemplified. The character of 
the Cretans, over whom he afterwards preſided in the 
higheſt ſeat of eccleſiaſtical authority, was of ſuch a ſort 


as muſt have demanded the conſtant exerciſe of ſuch 


qualifications, both from himſelf and from thoſe, whom: 


he ordained elders in every city; and it may indeed be 
lately aſſerted, that no period can be fixed upon in ec- 
cleſiaſtical hiſtory, no place can be pointed out where a 
Chriſtian church hath been planted, in which they havc 
not been found indiſpenſable. 


While perſecutions raged with repeated violence; 
while hereſies ſprang up, and for a time flouriſhed in 
innumerable forms; it was highly expedient, that thoſe 
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who were called to preſide over the flock of Chriſt 
ſhould hold faft h Faithful, the certain word worthy of 
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| belief, according to doctrine, that they might be able to 
it exbort or to comfort thoſe who were under every ſort of 
o Þ affliftion, as the Alexandrine manuſcript hath it; and 


f. alſo to convince and to rebuke f the gainſayers. In ſuc- 


of Þ ceeding centuries, when theſe vexations gave place to 
\c Þ | others; whether the obſtinacy of ignorance or the ar- 
rt rogance of human wiſdom oppoſed pure religion; whe- 


-þ | ther ſuperſtition involved the perfections of it in datk- 


71 b neſs, or enthuſiaſm deluded men from it by dazzling 
2c i | and falſe lights, the fame qualifications were {till re- 


:- © quired, and frequently called forth into action. 


a 
ve Since the enemies of Chriſtianity have changed the 
mode of their attacks, and have endeavoured inſidiouſly 
to undermine the fabric, that hath withſtood every effort 
5 x * 8 / / | 
. Tag i, T&on hν Alex. 
in FW 725 : 
A See the word Heyne in this ſenſe joined with the adverb @roriuus, 
le . Tx. i. ver, 13. 
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[ 8 ] 
of open force; equal abilities, profound penetration, un- 
remitting vigilance and perſeverance, daily become more 
and more requiſite in all, who are bound to comfort 
the faithful under afflictions, and protect them from 
the dangers that threaten them from the artifices of 


numberleſs adverſaries. 


The progreſs of human knowledge, though in itſelf 
highly beneficial and improving to ſociety, and ulti- 
mately tending to the increaſe of God's glory upon 


earth, an effect far ſuperior to its immediate objects, is 


by no means exempt from thoſe temporary inconve- 


niences, that always ariſe from man's miſapprehenſion of 
his own talents, and his abuſe of the chief favors of 
Providence. A firm and moſt important ſtep was taken, 
in the inveſtigation of natural cauſes and effects, when, 
inſtead of ſyſtems created entirely by conjecture, accu- 


rate and repeated experiment was inſiſted upon as the 


only foundation, and mathematical demonſtration eſta- 


bliſhed as the criterion of ſcientific truth : but the mo- 


ment 


9” J 
ment when it was determined to extend the uſe of theſe 
to enquiries, of which material ſubſtances could not be 
the objects, and to apply univerſally that kind of proof 
to moral and theological. propoſitions, rejecting the pro- 
| per and peculiar methods of their inveſtigation; the na- 
tural philoſopher, battled in this attempt, eaſily became 
| a ſceptic in all points incapable of his favourite mode 
of demonſtration; yet was often too much bigotted to 
his own ſyſtem to admit a diſtinction between material 
and immaterial ſubſtances, or even to acknowledge in 
certain inſtances the exiſtence of the latter. Scepticiſm, 
it muſt therefore be allowed, hath ariſen very often 
from the miſapplication of thoſe very principles, which, 
in their proper ſubjects, were the beſt foundation of 
knowledge. As long, however, as moral and theologi- 
cal ſcience depends upon fundamental propoſitions, no 
leſs evident to faith, than mathematical axioms to in- 
tellect, or phyſical facts to the ſenſes, ſo long muſt its 
deductions be equally concluſive and equally ſatisfactory, 
to every unprejudiced mind, with geometrical proof 
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and experimental induction. Some will indeed be con- 


tinually labouring to wreſt both natural and revealed 
religion to an agreement with their own notions. They 
will eſtimate the pretenſions of both by their own 
ſtandard. T hey will confine their own aſſent, and re- 


| train the aſſent of their diſciples, to what they pro- 
nounce rational; and will reject whatever is above rea- 
ſon as diſdainfully as what is contradictory to it. They 


will notwithſtanding brand with the imputation of 


bigotry all, who, by diſtinguiſhing its province and de- 
fining its limits, would enable men to determine where 
its authority muſt end, and where faith begins to claim 


our aſſent and demand our obedience. 


If men always improved in candour in proportion to 
their advancement in learning, or were leſs influenced by 
prejudice, as they enlarged the circle of their acquired 
knowledge, there would be little to complain of as to the 
mode of conducting the diſcuſſion of the moſt important 
theological queſtions ;. but the influence of bad paſſions 


5 on 


. 


on polemics hath long been proverbial; and the practice 
of theſe times, when the vanity of earthly wiſdom at leaſt 


equals its increaſe, ſhews that ſuch a hope is entirely 


groundleſs. The truth is, that all the artifices of the 


moſt unfair diſputant have been reſorted to on ſubjects, 
which deſerve fair inveſtigation in the higheſt degree, as 
they concern moſt materially the firſt intereſts of man 
kind. Advantages, which could be excuſable only if 
men were to debate an indifferent queſtion, merely to 
exerciſe or diſplay their abilities, have been taken of 
ſuch as have made liberal concellions; The candour 
of their ca hath been miſrepreſented, as if it aroſe 
from conſciouſneſs of a weak cauſe; but the example 
of candour hath not been followed by their antagoniits, 
even in matters of ſmall moment, much leſs when es- 


ſential points have become the objects of diſpute, and 


when principles, on which the whole ſcheme of man's 


redemption depends, have been attacked in the molt 


violent manner. It will not be reckoned, I truſt, a 


hard expreſſion, when miſrepreſentation of facts recorded 
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in ancient eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, derogation from the au- 


thority of great part of the New Teſtament, denial of 
the inſpiration of the holy apoſtles, and even inſinuations 
not to be repeated, concerning that Divine Perſon, on 
whom dwelt all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily, arc 
called violent. However they may be lightly eſteemed 
by men who can with complacency hett the firſt prin- 
ciples of revealed religion called in queſtion, and amuſc 
themſclves with the ſtruggles of a controverſy, without 
one thought how deeply their own firſt intereſts arc 
concerned in its event, they muſt always ſeriouſly affect 
every one who beholds objects of his higheſt veneration 


degraded in a manner equally unfair and licentious. 


And this is indeed the peculiar affliction of faithful 
believers in modern times. While men of acknow- 
ledged literary abilities decide (with a certain tone of au- 
thority, which is not very becoming in profane ſtudies) 


againſt the moſt important tenets of the Chriſtian faith, 


againſt the generally received nature and purpoſes of 


the 


LH 1 
| the moſt ſacred rites eſtabliſhed by Chriſt Himſelf, and 


| againſt the venerable form of church-government derived 


8 1 C = a . * . . 

from his apoſtles, and their immediate ſucceſſors; when 

1 . . | . * . « | 
the objections of ancient times, which had lain dormant 


0 ng, . | 
for ages, are revived with every art of modern refine- 


d ment, every aid of improved ſcience; and are brought 
forward in ſhapes moſt agreeable to reigning prejudices; 
<W when a ſpirit of perſeverance, after repeated defeats, aſ- 
"| ſumes, in the fight of many, the appearance of 48 honeſt 
N and reſolute conviction; when the illiterate are daily 
8 impoſed upon by miſrepreſentation and confounded by 
. ſophiſtry; and the learned ſceptic, already too preju- 
diced to examine into the ground of aſſertions in theſe 
points, is encouraged by his philoſophic companions in 
uy his indifference to religion, or in that bigotry of infi- 
FI delity which exiſts in ſome minds; there is little room 
_ I hope that doubts will not be infuſed into the minds 
s) | of the upright, and perplexing apprehenſions alarm even 
h, | the moſt ſteadfaſt. And it muſt indeed be deeply af- 
of . flicting, even to thoſe whoſe faith remains unſhaken, to 
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ſee revelation attacked in every part; and, although its 


evidence be ſtrengthened on every examination, its in- 
fluence on individuals too often weakened, to the danger 
of their eternal welfare. In this ſtate of things, how va- 
rious muſt be the learning, how profound the penetra- 
tion, that muſt qualify the defenders of ſound doctrine 
to be victorious in numberleſs conteſts! and with how 
much vigilance, perſeverance, and firmneſs, muſt the 


attempts of their opponents be obviated or defeated! 


But there is yet another virtue, to which modern con- 
teſts afford much exerciſe, which is patience, If in the 
diſcuſſion of important queſtions a liberal and candid 
manner is adopted, not only the conſciouſneſs of a weak 
cauſe, as hath been already remarked, but indifference 


to a good one, and even inſincerity, are imputed to the 


advocate of ſound doctrine. If unruly and vain talkers 


are treated by him with that ſerious earneſtneſs which a 
zeal for truth and the ſalvation of others naturally in- 
ſpires; intolerance, with its kindred vices, are laid to his 


charge, 
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charge, with all the force of declamatory invective. A 


generous enemy would be ready to acknowledge ſome 


difficulty in a ſituation, wherein little honour is aſcribed 


to patient firmneſs, little credit aſſigned to animated 


exertion. An unfair antagoniſt, or a treacherous ally, 


will increaſe that difficulty to the utmoſt, will refuſe 


even the common allowances for human nature under 
ſuch circumſtances, and will conduct himſelf exactly as 
if latitude of principle relieved thoſe who profeſs it 
from the common reſtrictions of humanity. Indeed 


every man of a really humble ſpirit will ſubmit con- 


| ſcientiouſly to the perſonal injuries he may ſuſtain 


from theſe opponents; and, if an evil of far greater im- 


portance did not ariſe from the ſame cauſe, perhaps 


that ſort of injuſtice might be patiently endured from 


the adverſaries of Chriſtianity. But its efte& extends 


far beyond the trial of the learned defenders of ous 


faith. The loweſt of the people, little qualified as they 
are by education to enter into the merits of many high 


queſtions that have been lately agitated, are caretully ins 


formed, 
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"WY 
formed, in a ſtyle well adapted to their apprehenſion, 


of thoſe deluſions in which they are ſaid to be follow- 
ing their forefathers. The natural vanity of man is not 
a little flattered, when what he uſed to behold with 
diſtant veneration, is profeſſedly ſubmitted to his free 
e degraded from its ſublimity, cleared of all its 
difficulties, and made familiar by the manner in which it 
is expreſſed, His ſuſpicion is excited, and his indignation 
raiſed againſt ſuch as he 1s led to believe have veiled 
from his view what was really no myſtery. The pur- 
poſes of their conduct he ſometimes imagines appear to 
him ſo plainly to be the depreſſion and ſubjugation of 
the greater number by a combination of eccleſiaſtical and 
civil power, that, in his eagerneſs to recover the natural 
liberty of mankind, he is ready to paſs over moral obli- 
gations, even ſuch as are eſſential to the order of ſociety. 
And here he is joined by the modern enthuſiaſt. His 
experiences ſet him above inſtruction, and his election 
exonerates him from what he calls the duties of the 
law. Human learning, he is taught, is unneceſſary 
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for him or for any of the faithful, as it was for the 


| apoſtles, when they were firſt called: and, having no re- 


ſpect for the offices or the perſons of thoſe, who would 


bind him to certain duties by the controul of civil 
power, or the authority of ſound doctrine, he cheriſhes 


in his mind an idea of that independence, which digni- 


hed the puritanical ſaints of the laſt century, and from 


which he finds the rational Chriſtians of the preſent, 


though they cannot agree in any other points, by no 


means averle, 


The humble and fincere, however moderate their ta- 


lents, are undoubtedly moſt valuable members of the 


church. They are, indeed, peculiarly the Hock of Chiniſt, 


whom the elders are commanded % feed, not by con- 


3 


They conſtitute, it is to be hoped, a large portion of 


ſtraint, but willingly; directing them, not by the in- 
© fluence of authority alone, but inducing them to ſub- 
mit themſelves, of their own accord, to thoſe who watch 


for their ſouls, as they that muſt give an account. 


E Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian ſociety; and the preſervation of their attach. 


18 | 


ment to the faithful word, is a work demanding every 
ability and diſpoſition that are reſpectable and amiable 
in human nature: eſpecially as the various forms of 
deluſion multiply, and men think and teach whatever 
is right in their own eyes, without being at a lot: 
where to find leaders, whoſe dictates, claim the venc- 
ration due alone to the perfect maſter's. To counter- 
act all the extravagances of error, or to controul al! 
the attempts of licentiouſneſs, is an- atchievement be- 


yond the reach of any human ability. It is, however, 


abſolutely neceſſary, that the ground, which the erronc- 


ous and the licentious endeavour to take, ſhould be vi- 
gorouſly defended from their intruſion. That ground 
is the faithful word delivered to the ſaints, which who- 
ever ſurrenders to the violence or artifices of any, 
abandons the intereſts of natural as well as of revealcd 
religion; for to ſhake revelation in all its parts, to over- 
throw its authority with men, and to deſtroy their be- 


lief that God hath declared his will to mankind, or even 


2 providentially 


1 


providentially ſuperintends the government of the world, 
would be ſucceſſive and neceſſary conſequences of ſuch 
unwarrantable freedoms as have lately been taken with 


holy ſcripture; it it were not the good pleaſure of the 


E Almighty continually to ſet over his church men, who, 
with a ſober certainty of well- perſuaded conviction, Hold 


faſt the faithful word, as they have been taught, being 


able, both to exhort thoſe who are under every affliftion, 


and to convince the gainſayers. 
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